CHAPTER XII
FREDERICK'S DEATH AND GREATNESS

THE League of 1785 was Frederick's last con-
tribution to the politics of Europe.    He felt
that his days were numbered, but answered
the summons of Death only by quickening the step
with which he had long traversed the routine of
daily duty.   In his last months he remained true to
his long-cherished ideal of life and still proved him-
self diligent, imperious, stoical, and even gay,

The fatal shock to his health, which was already
shaken by gout and dyspepsia, seems to have been
given at a review in Silesia on August 24, 1785.
After the manoeuvres of the previous year he had
written to the Infantry Inspector-General of the
province that he was more dissatisfied with his
troops than ever before. " Were I to make shoe-
makers or tailors into generals, the regiments could
not be worse," declared the King by way of prelude
to more particular strictures. He threatened court-
martial in the following year to whomsoever should
not then fulfil his duty.

When the time arrived for the visit of 1785 to
Silesia, no symptoms of disorder could keep the
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